UPCOMING EVENTS

e December 8
First Time
Homebuyers
Workshop
Houston Center
9:30 AM- 1:00 PM

e December 10
EPIC Stakeholders
Meeting
Dixon House
1920 S. 20th Street
5:00-7:00 PM

e December 22
Toy Giveaway for
children ages-34
Houston Center and
Southwark House
4:00-8:00 PM

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

United Communities
sites will be closed on
December 25, 2009
and January 1, 2010.

United
Communities

Southeast Philadelphia
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On November 19, the
children from our
Southwark Elementary
School Oubf-School Time
(OST) program gathered a
the Houston Center to
present Mr. Donald Stokeg
United Communities Food
Cupboard manager, the
many food items they had
collected over the last several
weeks.
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to those in need in our
community. David Seng,
our director of housing
services, solicited turkeys
from local markets to be
included in the baskets.
OST Program Director
WS&adza {232 &l AR
United Communities have
much to be grateful for and
we send out good wishes to
all those in our community who have helped
create a positive impact in the lives of Southeast
The children collected ngperishable  Philadelphia families during this holiday season.
foods which were used to fill the Good job to the sponsors and our scholars
Thanksgiving baskets thatwere given I & { 2dzi Kgl NJ h{ ¢Hé¢

o 1
Southwark Elementary School
OST students and staff

Toys for Tots Campaign Comes to United Communities

Thanks to the generous donations from the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Unit 3rd
Battalion, 14th Marine Regiment and the
39 & 4" Police Districts, there will be some
happy children this holiday season.
Although donations to the program, which
distributes holiday toys to children in need, are
slowly trickling in to the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve unit warehouse, United Communities
staff were confident that scholars and
community children will get at least one gift
this year.

This time last year
we received 750
toys and our goal is
to give away more

" than 500 toys this
year. Although we
will have a

reduced number of
toys this year,

Sam White from ouMentoring Matters
program said he is confident that past
partners like Captain Clarke and the police
officers from the 3rd and 4th Districts will
On November 19, United Communities staff  pull through and support our Annual Toys
Sokheng Yim and Jesus Soto stood in a chilly for Scholars Giveaway. Captain Clarke has
Northeast Philadelphia warehouse stacked  already committed to an additional 100 toys
with cardboard boxes filled with toys to support our annual toy giveaway. The
collected by theToys for TotsJNB 3 NJ Y & eveatds Scheduled for December 22nd at
received about 350 toys including adorable  our Houston Centeand Southwark House
stuffed animals, action figures, and Dora the locations.
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UCSEP staff Sokheng Yim
(left) and Jesus Soto (right)

LAY



VOLUME 2,

PAGE 2

Mentees and their Mentors joine(
together for a Thanksgiving dinng
at the Houston Center on
November 24.

More than 75 community children|
attended a Halloween Party
sponsored by the South
Philadelphia EPIC Stakeholders
Group on October 31 at the
Houston Center.
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Out-of-School Time program
leader Melissa Keith (top row left

gAUK [ QAf [ KI 2a
performers were contestants in
the Afterschool Idol Talent Show.

EDITION 3

DAY ®DECARING

On Saturday, October 17 eight volunteers
from the architectural firm of Ewing Cole
joined nine agency staff and family \
YSYOSNE Ay GKS ! yA( SEss
Project at Southwark House. The project, | |
headed up by Katie Wilson and Abby Woche
of the Case Management Department, was t}
second attended by volunteers of Ewing Col
at Southwark House. They have also worke
on Day of Caring projects at the Houston |
Center. Volunteers installed new drywall, SWi?gn?Or']eXo'ruzteHerrsriE“ihz'a; iﬂ"ooesiﬁﬁflad
ﬁnished painting the Io_bby_area and_ offices Cﬂzstin: (éas?le(? Jana;ie Fgr;nléett, (e:olleene 1
and installed new flooring in two offices. Boland and Lydia Evans join UCSEP staff fanc
We are very grateful to the employees of interns Katie Wilson, Abby Wochele, Kristipa
Ewing Cole for their continued support and  Stokes, Becky Cassler and Jamie Stall.

look forward to working together on another

project in February 2010. |

SEPC After School Idol Talent Show Rocks the Kimmel Centt

The SouthEast Philadelphia Collaborative Visual art done by Soutj

(SEPC) shook things up at the Kimmel Philadelphia youth was

Center Plaza this past October! Their 200@lso displayed, making

Afterschool Idol Talent Show included 15 an evening that

youth acts ranging from Cambodian, Latin encompassed all art

and Chinese dance to breakdancing, piandprms and cultures.

dulcimer, martial arts and gospel and

R & B singing. Three trophies were To see more pictures

awarded to the 2009 Singing Idol, Dancingfrom the Afterschool

Idol and Instrumental Idol. Idol Talent Show, pleasE
visit us at www.sephillyyouth.com

Three hundred fifty people were in

attendance, along with our expert panel

of judges and emcees for the evening.

Help Avallable to Avoid Foreclosure

There is help available if you are having
difficulty making your mortgage loan
payments. You may be eligible for the
Making HOME Affordable Program, part
of the initiative announced by President
Obama to help homeowners. Do you
want to avoid foreclosure? Do you want
to lower your existing mortgage interest
rate? Do you want to lower your

monthly mortgage payments? Do you

want to reduce your mortgage principle?

LT @2dz ' yagSNBR Q&SaQ
questions then call 21867-8700 ext. 21

to schedule an appointment with one of

our trained certified counselors. You can

also email us at housing@ucsep.org.

Our services are FREE!
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NAC ADVISORY BOARD NEWS

Since March 18, 2009 United Communities If interested, or you require more
Neighborhood Advisory Committee Board has Information contact Board

been on the move. Under the leadership of ~ Chairman Kamar Johnson
Board Chairman Kamar Johnson, the Board has@ 2675496457 or Keith Watkins
begun to take action in its service areas of @ 215 4681645 ext 226.

South Philadelphia helping to build a stronger
community block by block. The board is looking
to expand its board membership. The
qualifications of becoming a board member
are:

Members of the Board are urging and
expecting YOU, the NEIGHBORHOOD to
come out and have a voice and a hand in
improving our community. Meetings are

e Commitment to serve as a volunteer held every 8 Tuesday of the Month,
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM at United

e Able to understand/fulfill responsibilities Communities Houston Center
e Willing to work hard with no compensation 2029 South 8 Street For additional information,

(8th & Snyder Ave.) requ_lred docgm_entatlon
and income limits on these

programs or other Housing
or Utility issues contact
/ Zeeah Enlow @ 21467-
8700 ext 29 or Danielle
 ENERGY NEWS e R

26 at the NAC office.
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Utility Emergency Service Fund (UESF)

Have you already applied for LIHEAP/CRISIS grant and are
| still facing a utility shut off issues? The Utility Emergency
I Service Fund may be of assistance providing up to a |

$500.00 grant to either restore or prevent a service from Waler Conservation Program 1
| termination Do you have a leaky faucet, running toilet or other minor

plumbing problem? Then the water conservation prograrf
| Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) may be of assistance. This program provides free plumbing
| Did you experience high heating cost? Is your house ~ Services to income eligible residents
I drafty? The weatherization program can seal up those
cracks and make your heater operate more efficiently.

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP
Need oil? Utility service off? Threatened with a shut off
2008 PA Rent and Property Tax Rebate Program notice? The LIHEAP/CRISIS is a state program that provides
I This program provides Pennsylvanians with a rebate checikicome eligible residence with a grant to assist with theirl
| up to $650.00 for assistance with rent or property taxes. heating needs. The income guild lines for the 2009/2010
Applications are available at the NAC office; deadline for heating season is 150% of poverty. I
submissions has been extended to December 31, 2009 ]
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NAC Establishes a Clothing Bin for Community Residents

gently worn clothing you can drop it off at the Houston
hy hOG20SNI MZ Hanndg | YAGSR / 2 YOéeyth KekhSNaRinsbh Al kl@Hng @oNked @dlt bé dR&hA &
Committee opened a Clothing Bin to assist community residentsand in good condition. We are accepting clothing of all
with FREE articles of clothing during these tough times. types.

TheNAC Advisory Board Chairman Mr. Kamar Johnson and Boalttthited Communities is a nonprofit organization and all
Member Ms. Jearlean Jones are volunteering their time to donations are taxdeductible. We will be happy to give you
operate the clothing bin. a receipt for your donation for income tax purposes.

If you are in need of clothing, please visit the Houston Center atlf you would like more information, please contact Keith
8th & Snyder on Tuesdays or Thursdays between the hours of Watkins @ 2151681645, ext. 226.
1:30:5:30 PM.  If you would like to donate your unwanted,
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United Communities Southeast Philadelphia is a
non-profit agency in the settlement house tradition.

Its mission is to work in partnership with its various
communities for social and economic justice and to
foster harmony for building sefsustaining communities.

2029 South Eighth Street
Philadelphia PA 19148
2154686111
Www.ucsep.org

Admission and provision of services are made without regard to race, color, religious creed, handicap, military/

veteran status, political or union affiliation, marital status, sexual preference, ancestry, national origin or gender. )
Our United Way

Donor Choice

number is 00120
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