
For over three weeks, Neighborhood Advisory 

Committee (NAC) President Carol Tart and 

board member Carolyn Welton canvassed blocks 

from Moore to Jackson, between 5th and 8th 

Streets, identifying block  captains.  What they 

thought was going to be a trying and difficult task 

turned out to be a very rewarding experience.   

The block captains they met 

were some of the most 

neighborly and  dedicated 

folks they had ever encoun-

tered.  The two NAC members 

were welcomed into the homes 

of the block captains and 

found out, firsthand, what was 

really on their minds.  From 

these walks and talks, they 

were able to add thirty more 

block captains to the list. 

Carol Tart then decided to         

organize a formal meet-and-

greet for the block captains 

because she  realized many did 

not know each other.  In order 

for NAC to  progress and be 

productive in the community, 

it was imperative for them to 

unite and organize these wonderful people.   

 

After weeks of preparation, the NAC hosted its 

first official Block  Captains Meet-and-Greet on 

August 24th at the Houston Center.  The goal of 

the meeting was for block captains to formally 

meet each other, express problems and concerns 

and present solutions for the improvement and                      

revitalization of their blocks and the overall            

community.  

 

NAC President Carol Tart described how she felt 

before the meeting began. “As I set up the          

meeting space and awaited the arrival of the block 

captains, I was nervous.  One-by-one they arrived 

with smiles on their faces and ready to work.  

And trust me, the block captains came prepared. 

They were enthusiastic, actively participated and 

ready to change their neighborhood.”  

 

NAC wants to thank the following people for 

sharing their valuable time and helping to make 

the block captains meet-and-greet an overwhelm-

ing success:  Michael Berry, Marie Butler, Zach 

Castro, Crystal Cooper, Honey Jones, Catherine 

Legare, April Miller, Drema Ricco, Angelina 

Strickland, Franklin Stroman, Emily Tilson and 

Shirley Williams.    
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Most importantly, Carol would like to thank 

the NAC board for supporting her on this 

important effort.  In particular, she wants to 

thank Carolyn Welton , NAC board member 

and block captain, for the countless hours of 

walking she did and making introductions to                 

community members.  

 

 

 

NAC invites residents of the community, 

business people, clergy and elected officials 

to attend its monthly meetings.  Meetings are 

held the 3rd Thursday of the month at the 

Houston Center, 2029 S. 8th Street and start 

at 6:15 pm.  The remaining dates for 2011 

are: September 22nd, October 20th and            

November 17th.  Please attend and voice your 

concerns and/or solutions. 

 

NAC and the block captains invite you to 

participate in The Rebirth of a Community: 

We Clean! We Care! We Vote! – A major 

community cleanup to be held on Saturday 

October 8.  The cleanup will take place from 

Moore Street to Jackson Street between 5th 

and 8th Streets.  On the itinerary will be 

cleaning up vacant lots, sweeping sidewalks, 

removing trash and boarding up abandoned 

buildings.   

 

We need you to help us uplift and revitalize a 

neighborhood.  Please join us on this quest.  

For more information on how you can join in 

the cleanup please call 215-468-6111, ext. 

226.  

September 2011 



The Southeast Philadelphia Collaborative is busy  

preparing for it’s 5th Annual After School Idol Talent 

Show.  This year’s show will be held at the                

PerelmanTheatre of the Kimmel Center, 260 South 

Broad Street.  Last year’s Idol Talent Show was          

attended by over 350 people who came out to support 

our youth. 

 

The After School Idol Talent Show is a youth talent 

show that spotlights the talent of Southeast Philadel-

phia’s youth whether they be singers, dancers, spoken 

word artists, musicians or visual artists. All youth        

performers from our network and partner agencies 

have the chance to shine onstage at the Kimmel      

Center!  
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Dreaming of Owning Your First Home?  

Attend Our First - Time Homebuyer Orientation      

             September 22  

October 4 & 27  

November 8 & 29  

                  December 13                                  

Session Dates: Time:  5:30 - 9:30 PM                                                           

Location:  Houston Center, 2029 S. 8th Street  

For information, call 215.467.8700, ext. 219  

Looking for a Volunteer Opportunity?    

If you want to share your time, energy and 

expertise,  United Communities has volunteer 

opportunities that can impact educational 

outcomes and contribute to community         

vitality. 

For more information on how you can          

become a United Communities Volunteer, please contact our            

Volunteer Manager Rose  Duncan at 215.468.1645, ext. 213 or email 

at roseduncan@ucsep.org. 

The Friends of Mifflin Square Park and Southeast Philadelphia Collaborative have invited uGO to jump 

start healthy programming at their neighborhood park. Each week, uGO will host walking/running 

groups and FREE group fitness activities, share health tips, and provide health screenings by Thomas 

Jefferson University Hospital. If U want to get fit and make friends, come out and try YOGA, TAI CHI, NIA MARTIAL ARTS and DANCE, 

BELLY DANCING, and ROOT STRENGTH!  

When: Every Saturday through September 17 at 9:30 AM 

Where: Mifflin Square Park @ 6th Street between Wolf and Ritner 

For more information, please contact uGOcommunity@gmail.com or 215-921-6807 
 

Visit www.ugocommunity.com or www.facebook.com/ugocommunity 

*Check out our new website! www.uGOcommunity.comhttp://www.ugocommunity.com/ 

FREE Fitness for the Entire Family! 

On Saturday, September 17, 2011                

uGOwill host the uGO South Philly 5K 

Walk/Run and Health Fest at FDR Park 

(Broad & Pattison Ave.) 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

 

DA Seth William Town Hall Meeting                               

September 14 

 6:30 -8:00 pm                                                                    

Ford Pal Center, 7th & Snyder Ave. 

 

Rain Barrel Presentation  

Sept 20, 2011                                                                     

5:30 - 6:30 pm                                                                  

Houston Center, 2029 S. 8th Street  

 

Block Captains Meeting 

September 21 

6:00  - 7:30 pm 

Houston Center 2029 S. 8th Street 

So make plans to join us on November 12th 

from 6-9 pm.  You can check out our youth 

art exhibit in the lobby prior  to the show 

and  at 7:00 pm. 

Tickets are $5 at the door.  
  

For information on how you can purchase ads in 

the  Idol Program Book or pre purchase tickets.  

lease visit our Idol Page at 

www.sephillyyouth.com 

 

Come out and show your support for our talented 

youth!

Preparations for the 5th Annual After School Idol Talent Show Underway 
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Hello.  Hola.  Sunchhen.  Nǐ Hăo.  Shalom. Namaste. Nyob Zoo. 

Ciao. Susdey. Annyǒng Hashimnikka. Bom Dia. Chào. Salam. 

Greetings South Philadelphians!!!!   

My name is Carol D. Tart and I am the new president of the 

Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) at United Communities 

Houston Center. I was elected president of NAC by the newly 

elected board members in May.  The NAC board consists of the 

following members:   

Mark Filippone – Vice President                                                         
Maureen Kebea – Treasurer                                                                   
Carla Castillo – Secretary                                                                       
Dana Cromer – Member                                                                           
Robin Mello – Member                                                                      
David Seng – Member                                                                           
Donald Stokes - Member                                                                      
Carolyn Welton – Member  

I want to thank this fine group of active members who have inspired 

and encouraged me to carry out the NAC’s quest to help improve 

the community through positive and productive changes and            

solutions. 

Since being elected president, I have walked the streets of our         

service area to determine where our first projects should begin.  

Although I know NAC serves many diverse neighborhoods in 

South Philadelphia, we have to start somewhere and branch out.  

Therefore, NAC has selected the 7th Street Corridor for its first      

mission.   

For years, the area between Moore and Jackson Streets, between        

5th and 8th Streets has been neglected.  With the numerous              

abandoned buildings and many vacant lots filled with tons of           

debris, the quality of life has diminished.  In order to bring funds 

into this community, WE ALL must come together to help improve 

and uplift this neighborhood. 

With all the wonderful people I’ve meet and allowing them to         

express the problems affecting the neighborhood, I became more 

inspired and determined to make changes through NAC.  Most  

importantly, the good people in this area have solutions for the 

problems.  Some of their ideas blew me away.  They were just   

waiting to share their thoughts with someone.  I am honored that 

that someone is me. 

Although this service area seems blighted, disenfranchised and 

downtrodden, there is so much beauty to be seen and soon to be 

unveiled.  But it’s the people in the neighborhood who will take it 

to another level.  The multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and multi-racial 

makeup of the community makes me smile.  To hear the many         

languages, see the many beautiful faces, hear the wonderful music 

coming from homes and businesses and smelling the different         

aromas coming from homes makes me happy.  With so much going 

on, WE can all teach each other many things and come together as 

ONE while respecting and appreciating each other’s differences and 

commonalities.  THIS IS WHY I LOVE SOUTH                              

PHILADELPHIA!!! 

South Philadelphians, I invite you to attend NAC meetings                   
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Philly 311 

 Neighborhood Liaison Program 

A program to get action for your neighborhood issues 

A Neighborhood Liaison will record the need for City                   

services (such as rubbish collection, vacant lot clean-up,             

abandoned vehicle removal, etc.) and contacts Philly 311                 

for action and answers!  

 

Community residents can visit the Neighborhood Advisory           

Committee (NAC) at the Houston Center 2029 S. 8th Street to 

register a complaint. The NAC office will have the ability to track 

the progress of such compliant and follow it until the issue is        

resolved. For example, if you have a pothole or streetlight on your 

block that requires repairs, maybe the reason it is not fixed is          

because the city is not aware of the problem. Philly 311 and your 

NAC office can help.  

 

Please contact Danielle Wise at 215 468-1645 ext 234                       

or simply visit us at the Houston Center. 

Message From The President 

which are held the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:15 pm at 

the Houston Center.  I  also invite you to email me 

(caroldtart@yahoo.com) or call me at 215-468-1645, ext. 

226 to express your concerns and/or solutions.  I invite you 

to help NAC uplift and improve areas of South Philly.                 

If you LOVE South Philly as much as NAC does, come join 

us.   

In closing, I leave you with my mantra:                                                

commUNIty – U N I = US/WE.   Come join the NAC and 

express yourself….WE NEED YOU!!! 

Keep smiling!!! 

Are you looking for quality 

after school care for your 

children?  

United Communities offers  

afterschool  programs for          

elementary school children at 

four locations throughout 

Southeast  Philadelphia.  Our 

afterschool programs provide a safe, nurturing,             

environment for your child. Our after school programs 

offer homework assistance, tutoring, arts &  crafts, 

computers and recreational activities.  Snacks are         

provided.    We also offer after school programming 

for high school students at Furness High School.   

Call 215-468-6111 for more information.  

http://www.freelang.net/expressions/hello.php##
http://www.freelang.net/expressions/hello.php##
mailto:caroldtart@yahoo.com


Houston Center  

2029 South Eighth Street  

Philadelphia PA 19148  

215-468-6111 

facing a utility shut off?  The Utility 

Emergency Services Fund (UESF) may 

be of assistance in providing up to a $500 

grant to either restore or prevent a service 

from termination.  

 

Water Conservation            

Program 

Do you have a leaky faucet, 

running  toilet or other minor 

plumbing problem?                             

Then the Water Conservation Program 

may be of assistance. This program   

provides free plumbing services to          

income eligible residents. 

 

Recycling News 

South Philadelphia is single-

stream recycling.  This 

means that you can now   

recycle paper, glass, cans, 

plastics (No. 1 and No. 2 containers), and 

cardboard all in one container.   The 

NAC is an official distribution site for 

recycling bins and educational material.   

Plus, you can sign up for the Recycling 

Rewards  Program.  Recycling bins are 

available for pick up on Wednesdays 

Winter Is Approaching 

With the cold weather approaching, 

now is the time to start preparing your 

home to keep old man winter out.        

Below are some energy- saving tips that 

will help to lower your utility costs. 

H Caulk and rope caulk windows, 

install plastic where needed. 

H Lower water temperature to warm 

and wrap hot water heaters with an 

insulation jacket. 

H Unplug unused refrigerators and 

freezers. 

H Seal cracks and holes throughout 

the property.  

H Remember, cold air is pulled in and 

warm air rises.  

H Concentrate on sealing your           

basement and the top floor. 

 

Utility Emergency Service Fund 

(UESF)  

Have you already applied for the            

LIHEAP/CRISIS grant and are still        

only from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Call 

Keith Watkins at 215- 468-1645, ext 

226. 

E N E R G Y A N D C O N S E R V A T I O N N E W S 

B u i l d i n g  S t r o n g e r  C o m m u n i t i e s 

A United Way Community Impact Partner                  

Our Donor Choice Number is 00120 

Property Tax & Rent Rebate              

Information 

Applications for the 2011 PA Property 

Tax/Rent Rebate Program are available 

at the Houston Center.  Maximum 

Household  income is $35,000. 

Remember to count only half of your 

Social Security and Supplemental      

income.   Maximum rebate amount is 

$650.  

 

Who is Eligible?  Individuals or couples 

65 and older, widows or widowers 50 

and older, and the permanently disabled 

18 and older who paid rent or property 

tax in 2009 and meet the income         

guidelines may apply. Deadline to apply 

is June 30, 2011. 

 

For additional information on eligibility 

or required documentation for any of 

these programs please call Danielle Wise 

at 215.468.6111, ext. 234. 
 


